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 The Cilento Bio-district is located in the “National Park of Cilento, Vallo di Diano and Alburni”, in Campania Region, in Italy. 
It covers an area of 3,196 square kilometres and includes 33 municipalities, 400 organic farms (23% of tot. organic producers 
in Campania), 2.300 hectares (approx. 8% of the total regional organic land area) and three major archaeological and cultural 
sites (Paestum, Padula and Elea-Velia). Cilento has been awarded (the first case in the world) four UNESCO recognitions: 
the National Park of Cilento, Vallo di Diano e Alburni  is included in the list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites, in the list of 
UNESCO Geoparks as well as in the UNESCO Program on Man and the Biosphere – MAB. Additionally, it was in the Cilento 
that Ancel Keys conducted his studies on the Mediterranean diet, which was later (2010) recognized by UNESCO as an 
intangible heritage of humanity.  

 In this land, farmers, citizens and public administrators have formed a pact for the sustainable management of local 
resources: the Bio-district as social innovation in governance. Initial activities focused on creating a network of organic 
farms, producer associations, municipalities, caterers, eco-tourism operators, and consumers, through short supply chain 
initiatives.  In few years, the Cilento Bio-district had attracted a large number of local actors and produced results that had 
a great impact on the region in terms of creation of market to valorise the production. Inspired by this experience, AIAB 
supported/promoted the establishment of "bio-districts" in other Italian regions. To date 14 bio-districts have been 
constituted in 10 Regions.  

 Milestones. In 2004 started the public process of constitution of the first Italian Bio-district (Cilento). In 2009, the Campania 
Region passed an act establishing the 1st multi-vocational European bio-district (agriculture, environment, social, eco-
tourism, food and wine). In 2011 the non-profit association “Bio-distretto Cilento” was established, the concrete result of 
the great amount of work done over the years, coordinated by AIAB Campania and involving associations, public authorities, 
farmers and tourist operators, creating a permanent workshop of culturally significant ideas and initiatives for territorial 
development based on fair trade and the organic model. Recently in 2014 the INNER network (International Network of 
Eco-regions) has been established to coordinate the strategies of development and continuous innovation, of the Cilento 
bio-district and similar experiences, to improve the multilevel governance of their territories and internationally cooperate 
to spread the Bio-district model. In 2015 a specific analytical framework for the classification and performance monitoring 
of bio-districts was developed by the University of Bologna in collaboration with CIHEAM Bari and IN.N.E.R.. The framework 
integrates four different approaches: an adaptation of the Porters’ Diamond analysis of the Industrial Clusters 
competitiveness; an evaluation scheme for measuring the degree of compliance of the Eco-Regions with their principles; a 
classification scheme of the Clusters’ stage of development and a classification scheme for defining the Eco-Regions’ market 
orientation typologies. 

 Producers, are the main actors/innovators; they commit themselves to produce according to the principles of organic 
farming and to develop short supply chain and multifunctional initiatives on their farms (didactic farms, farm tourism, social 
farming), to contribute with their products and services to the marketing of the bio-district territory together with 
consumers, who can support the initiative through their food and services purchases and citizens who may benefit of a 
better quality of life thanks to the adoption of green solutions in the bio-district area; together with local institutions who 
commit themselves to: promote organic farming in the area; to ban GMOs;  participate in promotion initiatives; jointly 
organise  a calendar of bio-district events;  apply the principles of organic philosophy and sustainability  also to other 
planning and economic activities (management of urban green areas, urban waste, use of renewable energies and other 
eco-friendly technologies); collaborate with AIAB in the conversion to organic of public farmlands and in fostering social 
farming initiatives; with operators of the agro-food supply chain who can benefit from the concentration of organic 
producers in the territory; tourist operators that can qualify their offer proposing organic menus and organic trails. 

 

 Universities, local training and research centres and associations like AIAB Campania contribute with their activities to the 
vision and the spirit of the bio-district looking after a tuned research about the most suitable innovations in agro-ecology 
and advocacy.  

 In 2006 started the extension services Program promoted by AIAB Campania with the financial support of the Campania 
Region (Rural Integrated Project - Rural Development Programme). 
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http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/RL/mediterranean-diet-00884).
http://www.ecoregions.eu/
mailto:info@aecoregions.eu


 

 

The Agrispin project has received funding from European Union's Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 652642. 

 
 
 

 


